
 

 

 

 

For more information contact in the saddle. Tel: 01299 272 997  Fax: 01299 272 935,  Email: rides@inthesaddle.com, Internet: 

www.inthesaddle.com 

 

Amended 13 July 2020 OL Page 1 of 2 

Perched Villages, Provence, France 
  

 

This 5 night ride takes in the Luberon hills, which is 

one of the most exquisite places in Provence, and 

regional parkland. With its forest of green and white 

oaks, its cliffs of limestone, and its typical drystone 

villages, the Luberon displays the authentic and 

picturesque landscape well described in the famous ‘A 

Year in Provence’ by Peter Mayles novel.  

Day 1 

The following is the proposed itinerary but please note 

that changes are possible due to weather and local 

conditions.  

On arrival you meet your guide and have an 

introduction to the trail ride before lunch.  

In the afternoon, you are introduced to your horse 

and together you start your journey through the 

Luberon rolling hills, towards the beautiful perched 

village of Bonnieux. The houses, all made with stones, 

form a striking harmony of earth-toned colours and 

shapes. Some superb residences dating back to the 

16th, 17th, and 18th centuries serve as a reminder 

that Bonnieux was a wealthy village when this region, 

the Comtat Venaissin, belonged to the Popes. Several 

bishops also chose to live here and as you ride through 

the village streets you will see plenty of examples of 

fine architecture.  

 

From Bonnieux, the trail continues along the valley of 

the Aiguebrun River.  

Overnight in an auberge.  

 

Day 2 

From Buoux to Rustrel. Today you ride through the 

undulating hills covered with pine forests, cherry 

orchards and vineyards towards the Calavon valley.  

A picnic lunch awaits you under the pine trees, made 

with fresh local products.  

 

Later in the afternoon you ride through the hills 

amongst Rosemary and Thyme scents. 

After lunch you ride down to the “Colorado Provencal” 

and visit the old iron mines. You ride amongst the 

cliffs and hills the colour of ochre late in the day when 

the visitors have left. 

Later leave your horse for the day and transfer to the 

hotel in the village of Rustrel.  

Day 3 

Heading back to the foothills of the Luberon, the trail 

takes you through the beautiful village of Viens. 
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Later you ride down to the Calavon river. You spend 

the night in a guesthouse or in a hotel in Cereste. 

Day 4 

From Cereste to Buoux.  After breakfast you might be 

lucky enough to visit a local street market.  

 
 

Continue riding through the Luberon, riding along the 

vineyards, and past all kind of fruit trees: cherry, 

apricot, peaches all blooming in April and May. Passing 

through another perched village, Auribeau, you 

descend to the Aiguebrun river before arriving to a 

typical stone built guesthouse in the heart of the 

Luberon mountain.  

(NB on some weeks, you might overnight at the same 

accommodation as Monday night) 

Day 5 

From Buoux to Lauris. Today you ride up to the crests 

of the Luberon to discover the stunning views of all 

Provence, with the Alps to the North, and the 

Mediterranean to the South.  

 

Continue riding to  Lourmarin. This is a charming 

Provencal village that inspired the famous American 

writer, Peter Mayle, who is now living near the village.  

Continue riding back to the horse’s base at Mas de 

Recaute through the olive trees and cherry orchards, 

with nice views on the Sainte Victoire mountain, 

“Cezanne’s mountain”. If you have chosen to upgrade 

your accommodation, you will be transferred to a 

neighbouring guesthouse.   

Day 6 

After breakfast transfer to Marseilles. 

 


